
Japanese loan words 
 
Japanese    English 

[ba.zu]     ‘buzz’  [bz]    

[tai.to.ru]    ‘title’  [tai.tl]   

[ku.ri.su.ma.su]  ‘Christmas’ [krIs.ms]   

[su.to.rai.ku]   ‘strike’  [straik]    

[su.pu.rai.to]   ‘Sprite’ [sprait] 

[te.ro.ri.su.to]   ‘terrorist’ [tr..rIst]  

[te.ra.bu.ru]   ‘terrible’ [tr..bl] 

[fu.roo]    ‘flow’  [flo] 

[su.tai.ru]    ‘style’  [stai.l] 

[gu.ree.pu]    ‘grape’  [grep] 

 
Describe the syllables you see in the Japanese words. 

 
Onset:                      
  
Nucleus:                  
  
Coda:                        

 
Describe the syllables you see in the English words. 
 

Onset:                      
  
Nucleus:                  
  
Coda:                        

 
Circle all of the vowels in the Japanese words that occur where there is no vowel at all in the 
original English word. 
 
These vowels are added so that loan words will have the correct syllable shape in Japanese. How 
does adding vowels to the Japanese version of Christmas makes it a better Japanese word? 
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[wu.ru.mu.bu.ran.do] ‘Wurmbrand’ [wrm.brænd]  

[bu.ran.do]    ‘brand’  [brænd] 

[su.to.ro.gu]   ‘strong’  [strg] 

[ba.kan.su]    ‘vacancy’ [ve.kn.si] 


